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Th: intcrrogation of scveral high-ranking German Naval

fricers on th. quuestion as to why the Axis
tak. Malta, rupcatedly brought rcfcorenco to
Alb.rt {ESSLLRING as a more compotent sourc
and commcnt on that subjcet.
willingly, if with somc degree of bittcrncs

The Ficld

had failcd to
Ficld Marshall

Marshall vcry

subj.ct to the Intorrogator who rcquested him to writc a

statcment.

I1.

Ficld Marshall KESSELRING's statcementg

Malta, as a basc for both sca and air

This roport consists of a translation of sald
statcment which was signod by KESSELRING in

the original.

dufinitive significancc for the supply lings betwoen Italy

and North Africa.

Accordingly, Italy shoul

thc climination of Malta as hor first allitary opcrational

cbjuctivoi.

v/ith Italy's cntry into tho
in the fighting in North sfrica,
of ‘lar ncccossarily assumcd major 1
If th. climination of Gibraltar an

In th. last analysis, thc loss
colonics and of thc German and It
to th. ncgloct of that provision.

the Mced

and Tunis for supply traffic to North Af

Germany rogarded the
of War for rcadily undcrstood
from scrious intcrfce
as such intcrfor.necs were vi

rcnee in ¢t

command more and morc as cneroachments.

Thus is cxplaincd thc
in the Mediterrancan Theater was
a sca and air basc".

purposc of

T S e RS St intad safic regimont
wouid nave bocn sufficicnt for this task.

The sccond raid (in the boginning of
out by thu German air flcct was complctely
climinatcd for two months thu danger to su
British rcports confirmcd
not only was tho damagc causcd by that raia

British in the months fo
was fittud out as a ma

Mcditcrrancan.
to bc cxpeoted,
clcancd up by the

taking Malta fo

My rcquest to have

alian Armi

llow,this.nitgtab’f~".—ﬂw

of th. Italian

itorrancan Thecater

the attack for the

DRNCTIIE
AN RURIE e

sucocssful and

this sucoccss.

in basc primarily for air opurations.

At this time my rcnowod proposal to

carofully plannod attack rcachod tho Ital

and tho oKW .

situation in North Arrica wus to bo quiet

climination of Tobruk. Proparatio!‘a b

takc Malta by a
It was

4 down by tho

: of information

pply routcs in the
As was

1lowing, but Malta

tan Suprome Command
Both commands agrovd by this timc.

prosupposud or dircotly hookod up with my%plan,

28 Suptomber 1945

, talkcd on that

opcrations, had a

d havc provided for

mportanc¢ for Germany, also.
d thc cxploitation of Bizcrta

rida wore to bc forcgonc,
then Malta had to bc not mercly subducd but cven taken over.

‘fcditerrancan as an Italian Thcator
rcasons and rcstraincd hersclf

h. lcadcership there, the more so
cwed by MUSSOLINI and the Italian

)gun irppéven PokaELEsP?

DATE:AUG 1999

cs is to bo asceribed

war and Gdrmany's participation

fact that my first fighting commi tment
"thc supprcssion of Malta as

1942) which was carricd
J

that thu gonoral
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the Italian sidc it consistcd of:

Thce prcparation of thc panrachute rifle divibion " FOLGORO"
undcr Gencral STUDENT,

The rcadying of tuo morc ospcoially cxporianccd landing
divisions and their training,

The rcadyiag and training of suitablc landng eraft, and

The oquipping of Italian air transport groups and air
cover groups.

On thc German sidce it consistod of:

Thc r~adying of a paratroop division,

The spcoedoed completicn of scaworthy small ¢raft for
transport purpescs, and

The roadying of the neecssary air combat units and transport
groups.
Combat plnns wure worked out so that the attaciz could be carried
out somotiszc bdetween the middle and the ¢end of sumncr.

The attack-ceaterprise "Tobrvk",. which was supposcd to
precced thu Malta attack, had sucia v rupid and srmashing effcet
that Field Marshtali ROCEL vegquusted and receivied agninst my
objcetion permiss’oa for thoe eontinuation of thHe North african
Campaign toward the iiie. a3 was to be cxpectyd, the attack
was stallod before reuching the Nile nnd led to the setting
up of the El aAlamince Position. The forcss wnidgh had been
intended for .izlta woere iua part usud up, in part ticd down
by this unsucccssful offcnsive, so that, in vi.ow of ncecssary
replacencnts and weather conditions, a acw operation against
this Island (ilalta) was out of thc question beforc the Spring
of 1943. By that timec the situation in North Arrica had becen
basically altercd, siance with the advanccment pf the front to
the Alanine Positlon the supply routes wore further lcngthenod
and, in spitc of thc now supply linc Athons - Crcte - 5idi Berani,
bocane morc and more complicated,

(Signcd) KESSELRING
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